
Hot Tub Base Options 

 

So your thinking of having a hot tub or swim spa in your garden well the base on which the product 

will sit is a vital part of the process, we at Aqua Living have put together the following just to briefly 

outline what your options can be and what is important when considering the type of base for your 

hot tub or swim spa. 

So there are modular options available on the market whilst these have improved over the years 

these bases very much rely on the ground your placing them on being stable, compacted and level.  

Therefore we do not recommend this method for the long term. 

We would recommend the following 3 options existing patio, decking or concrete pad, we will 

discuss the pro’s and con’s of each and have supplied some useful links to products which have been 

used in previous customers projects. 

As a responsible retailer once our customer has decided on the hot tub for them they place a 

refundable deposit to secure the product, we would then carry out a site survey to discuss such 

things as bases onsite enabling us to give advice on the way forward. 

Existing patio 

This is a economical way of providing a base for your hot tub as most of the work has been done 

already, although there are a few things you need to consider before being sure this is the correct 

option. Many patio’s have a gradient allowing rain water to run off this needs to be checked as a hot 

tub base needs to be level, this is so when you fill the product the water line covers all jets within the 

hot tub, so some work maybe required to level the patio slabs. Always check for loose or raised 

paving slabs and have these attended to before delivery of your hot tub.  Take into account also that 

the hot tub will take up a fair portion of your patio, so make sure you still have room for seating and 

socialising. 

Decking 

Decking can be a great option and now there are so many different materials on offer giving you the 

customer great colour options and product durability.  The decking option is really only for hot tubs 

when considering to sit the product on decking product due to the weight of swim spa products. We 

have provided some links so you can see some manufacturers/distributors which deal with the 

products discussed this purely to give you some ideas and other suppliers are available. 

Option 1 

Standard timber decking with wooden frame is the first option this will need supporting normally 

with post supports secured with concrete or sat on concrete footings.  There are various timber 

board options some even come with grip strips included.  The life of this product can be increased by 

using a protective product from such companies as Cuprinol or Ronseal this also gives you the option 

of choosing a coloured finished if required. 

www.buildbase.co.uk/gardendecking 

www.cuprinol.co.uk 

www.ronseal.com 

http://www.buildbase.co.uk/gardendecking
http://www.cuprinol.co.uk/
http://www.ronseal.com/


 

Option 2 

Composite decking offers a product which has pre-finished and whilst slightly more expensive time is 

saved as no further treatment is required.  Some manufacturers offer their own frame system which 

is made of a weather proof material which can be again installed by using posts secured with 

concrete or by using adjustable legs which would need to be sat on concrete pads, although this 

method allows you to adjust the height of each leg meaning you can account for slight height 

differences meaning your decking will be dead level.  Unlike the timber decking the composite 

decking boards are generally installed and held in place with a clip system rather than screwing 

through the board itself.  The big saving using this product is time as you do not have to treat this 

product going forward. 

www.ecodeck.co.uk 

www.trex.com 

Option 3 

Millboard decking this product in our opinion stands alone due to the quality it offers both in 

durability and finish.  This product is by far the most expensive but offers a full weatherproof 

product requiring low maintenance, which is slip resistant, rot and split resistant and uses recycled 

materials.  Please see link below so you can see the true benefits of this product on Millboards own 

website. 

www.millboard.co.uk 

Decking is often used to surround a hot tub or swim spa allowing customers to soften the product 

but at the same time still giving access to the hot tub or swim spa through the ability to remove 

decking sections. 

Concrete pad 

A concrete slab is by far the most popular option for customers.  Many customers have a concrete 

slabs installed and then choose to either add paving slabs, deck around the hot tub or swim spa or 

even place artificial lawn over the slab softening the area. 

Hot tubs require minimum 4” thick slab and a swim spa requires minimum 6” reinforced slab this is 

done by adding rebar gridding prior to pouring the concrete mix.  Your chosen contractor will be 

able to advise on anything relevant to your project. 

http://www.ecodeck.co.uk/
http://www.trex.com/
http://www.millboard.co.uk/

